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You are thinking about building a new house. You want one
that includes many of the improvements in farm housing that
have been developed in the last few years. You want one that
fits your site requirements and meets the needs of your family
right now. And you want it to continue to serve your family
well in spite of the changes that are likely to come with the
years - a larger family, needs of growing children, and new
equipment. You also want to build a house with enough gen­
eral appeal to interest another family should you ever want to
sell or rent. How can you find the right plan?
The best solution usually is to get the help of an architect,
but many farm families cannot do this. You are not likely to
find a ready-made plan that will have the exact combination
of features you want. Nor is it safe merely to imitate the ap­
pearance of a modern house that you find attractive without
finding out why it was built the way it was; you would be
picking a style, not a plan.
To make it possible for you to work out a personalized plan
in a practical and satisfactory manner, a committee of archi­
tects, engineers, and home economists of the agricultural ex­
periment stations of the North Central region have developed
the method described in this booklet.
Three sets of farmhouse plans have been developed. Within
each set are several variations of a basic plan. By interchanging
parts of the variations, a great many more variations can be
made. Each set of plans offers many choices in size, number,
design, and arrangement of rooms or areas. You can study the
possibilities and select an arrangement that will give you a
house tailored to your own requirements. Whatever variation
you choose will include all the fundamental principles of good
farmhouse planning and construction.
Because of the high degree of flexibility offered in each of
these three sets of plans, they have been called .......... . 
F L E X I B I L I T Y  I N  F A R M H O U S E  P L A N N I N G ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e s e  p l a n s  o f f e r ,  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  l a s t i n g  
u s e f u l n e s s .  
E v e r y  w e l l - d e s i g n e d  f a r m h o u s e  i s  d e v e l o p e d  
a r o u n d  t w o  f r a m e w o r k s .  O n e ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  
i s  v i s i b l e .  T h e  o t h e r ,  a  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l  p a t t e r n ,  i s  
i n v i s i b l e  b u t  n o  l e s s  r e a l .  I n  a  w e l l - p l a n n e d  h o u s e  
y o u  c a n  m o v e  r e a d i l y  f r o m  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  
t o  a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
o t h e r  r o o m s  a n d  w i t h  o n l y  a  m i n i m u m  o f  a r e a  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  t r a f f i c w a y s .  P l a n s  c a n  h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  
t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n  a n d  s t i l l  o f f e r  m a n y  p o s s i b l e  · v a r i a ­
t i o n s  i n  r o o m  a n d  s p a c e  a r r a n g e m e n t .  
T h e  F l e x i - P l a n s  s h o w n  h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  d e ­
v e l o p e d  o n  t h a t  b a s i s .  I n  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  
p l a n s ,  a l l  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  i l l u s t r a t e d  h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  
t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n .  
T h e s e  p l a n s  a r e  " m o d u l a r , "  t h a t  i s ,  t h e y  a r e  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  i n  m e a s u r e m e n t s  a n d  i n  d e t a i l s  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  s t o c k  s i z e s  o f  m a t e r i a l .  
N o  m a t t e r  w h i c h  p l a n  v a r i a t i o n  y o u  p i c k ,  t h e  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e t a i l s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h a t  
F l e x i - P l a n  w i l l  e n a b l e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c a r p e n t e r  t o  
b u i l d  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e  p l a n s  a l s o  o f f e r  g u i d e  f o r  
f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n .  
B e f o r e  y o u  c h o o s e  a  p l a n  
S e l e c t i n g  a  p l a n  f o r  y o u r  n e w  h o u s e  i s  e a s y  
i f  y o u  d o  t h i n g s  o n e  a t  a  t i m e  a n d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  
o r d e r .  I n  t h i s  w a y  y o u  c a n  m a k e  m a n y  o f  t h e  
d e c i s i o n s  y o u r s e l f .  H e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s t e p s  t h a t  c o m e  
a h e a d  o f  p i c k i n g  t h e  p l a n  i t s e l f .  
1 .  S t u d y  y o u r  f a r m s t e a d  a s  i t  i s .  D i a g r a m  o n  
p a p e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  d r i v e  a n d  o t h e r  f a r m  
b u i l d i n g s .  I n d i c a t e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  p r e v a i l i n g  
w i n d s  i n  b o t h  s u m m e r  a n d  w i n t e r .  
2 .  F i n d  t h e  b e s t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e w  h o u s e .  
T a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a n y  c h a n g e s  o r  a d d i t i o n s  y o u  
e x p e c t  t o  m a k e  i n  y o u r  p r e s e n t  f a r m s t e a d  a r r a n g e ­
m e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s .  C o n s i d e r  s l o p e  f o r  
d r a i n a g e  a n d  t h e  v i e w  y o u  w a n t  f r o m  y o u r  k i t c h e n  
a n d  l i v i n g  r o o m  w i n d o w s .  C h e c k  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  
l a w n ,  d r i v e w a y ,  p a r k i n g  s p a c e ,  a n d  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  
f i t  i n t o  t h e  s c h e m e .  G e t  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  w i n t e r  
w i n d s ,  b u t  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  s u m m e r  b r e e z e s ;  
g u a r d  a g a i n s t  o d o r s  f r o m  f e e d l o t s .  
3 .  D e c i d e  h o w  t h e  s p a c e  s h o u l d  b e  o r g a m z e d .  
A  f a r m h o u s e  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h~ve t h r e e  
m a j o r  a r e a s  - t h o s e  f o r  s l e e p i n g ,  f o r  ~rking, a n d  
f o r  f a m i l y  g r o u p  l i v i n g .  T h e s e  ~s n e e d  t o  b e  
. J  
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carefully related to each other, to the ("irive, and to Plans are given on the following pages). Instruc­
other farm buildings. They should also be located tions on how to order are given on the last page.
with regard to the view, to sunlight, privacy, and Do not try to pick a specific arrangement fromto winter winds and summer breezes. You will the variations shown on these next pages because
usually want the work areas placed to give a good only a few of the many possibilities in each set are
view of the farm buildings, the highway, and illustrated.
drive. The living areas will be most pleasant with Take advantage of the flexibility of the plans.south or east sunlight. When you receive your Flexi-Plan, you will noticeWhen you have located the new house and that several variations are shown. Check over eachhave decided in general how you want these three one to see whether it fits your needs, as you haveareas related, you are ready to pick a plan. determined them earlier. Perhaps a reversed plan
(seen by looking through the back of the sheets)
Choosing the right Flexi-Plan may be what you want. 
Experiment by interchanging parts of theDecide on the general type of house you want. plans. If, for example, you like the living-workYou have a choice among three types of houses. 
arrangement of 71203-E but prefer the bedroomFlexi-Plan 71201 illustrates farmhouses built 
arrangement of 71203-F, simply cut out the bed­on three different levels. 
Flexi-Plan 71202 shows variations for 1-, 11/2-, 
room unit you prefer and paste it in the appropri­
and 2-story houses. ate position on the other arrangement. You will 
Flexi-Plan ' 71203 includes a large number of 
find that it fits perfectly and the resulting plan 
1- or Ph-story expansible houses. 
can be built from the standardized construction
details. Other interchangeable features are ex­If you are not sure which set you want, you plained on the first sheet of each Flexi-Plan. In­can order the full book of plans, which will include structions for making combinations are includedall three sets, for $5.50 (prices of individual Flexi- in each Flexi-Plan set. 
FARMHOUSES DIFFER FROM CITY HOUSES 
A farmhouse is not just a house located in the reaching it from the farm driveway if you wish;country. Farmhouses have certain requirements you can relate it to best advantage with lawns,that town and city houses do not have. They have gardens, and other farm buildings; and you cansome limitations too that city houses do not have, choose a position that gives the best combinationand they offer some special opportunities in of view, land slope, drainage, sunlight, and protec­building. tion from wind. 
A work unit and a business center. Because a Unless a ready-made plan is especially de­
farmhouse is more than a home - because it is signed for a farm location, it cannot take full
also a part of the farm business operation - it advantage of all these p<?ssibilities.
calls for special attention to storage space, to the Returns from investment. The main return
size and arrangement of kitchen and work rooms, from· the money invested in a comfortable farm­and to places for serving family meals, taking care house is in the satisfaction it provides for theof business records, hanging work clothes, and family, which, after all, is the ultimate goal of thecleaning up after outdoor work. farm business. A good farmhouse also makes a real
Can be located with more freedom. A farm­ contribution to the efficiency of the farm. It may
house can be placed so that it will fit into the work not add greatly to the sale value of the farm, if the
and traffic patterns of the farmstead without re­ farm is sold, for the amount the house will bring
gard to such restrictions as urban building codes, usually depends more on the productivity of thelo~ ~es, crowded neighborhoods, and problems of farm than on the cost and condition of the house.priv~y and view. In fact, you have almost com­ But if the farm is rented~ a good house is likely toplete £t dam to choose an ideal location - you attract better tenants and make for better busi­
can set the ouse well back from the public road, ness relationships between landlord and tenant. 
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FLEXI- PLAN 71201 

Complete plans for eight different 
three-level farmhouses, some of 
which are shown here, are illus­
trated by this Flexi-Plan. A 
split-level house combines the com­
pactness of a two-story house with 
the convenience of a house on one 
level. It can be adapted to either 
flat or hillside sites. Sleeping rooms 
are raised for better ventilation 
and for more privacy. The lower 
level, under the sleeping rooms, is 
more convenient than a basement 
and can have full-sized windows 
for better light and ventilation . 
The one-story sections and the 
two-story sections of the variations 
shown for Flexi-Plan 71201 can be 
fitted together in many combina­
tions to best fit your need. If you 
like the kitchen-living arrangement 
of variation B, for example, but 
need three bedrooms instead of 
two, simply substitute the two-story 
section of Variation A for the two­
story part of Variation B. The new 
combination will fit together per­
fectly and the resulting three-bed­
room plan can be built from the 
standardized construction details. 
(Twelve sheets, $1.80) 
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FLEXI-PLAN 71203 
The twelve floor plans shown here 
have been planned primarily as 
one-story houses for greatest con­
venience. If you wish, however, 
you can add a basement or a par­
tial second floor to any of them. 
You have a choice of an economi­
cal rectangular house or a ram­
bling arrangement. 
The living-work area of any plan 
variation can be combined with 
any of the bedroom units to give 
you the best over-all arrangement 
for your specific needs. Every 
LIVING DINING 71203 variation is expansible, and 
8 111191- e" X 2)1 _ 
larger plans show now the smaller 
plans might be enlarged later. 
(13 sheets and planning aid, $ 2 .1 0) 
The above planning aid, about 16 inches 
wide, can help you visualize the plan 
possibilities in Flexi-Plan 71203. You 
can get it for 10 cents from the Agri­
cultural Extension Service in your state 
or from the Department of Agricul­
- tural Engineering, University of Illinois, 
Urbana. 

